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out the ages. 'Live and let live' has been the policy of
the Indian in all spheres of life. Sometimes this has been
carried so far that contrary, if not contradictory, attitudes
have been allowed to survive simultaneously. Toleration
has led to the sufferance of evil and even to indifference
to the values of life. This, however, is at worst the defect
of a virtue. Such toleration is perhaps preferable to the
fanatic devotion which leads to the denial and persecution
of all other values but its own.

Throughout the changes of Indian history, we therefore
find a spirit of underlying unity which informs the diverse
expressions of its life. But the unity was never a dead
uniformity. A living unity never is. Universality carries
with it the demand for variety and particularity. Whatever
is universal cannot be exhausted in any one particular form.
This is so in the case of even abstract truth. The same truth
reveals itself differently in different contexts. To deny this
is to deny the possibility of communication. In the realm
of empirical fact, the same event is experienced and expressed
differently by different persons. In the case of concrete
reality this is still more the case. Whatever seeks to be
universal can have only a categorical form. The content
must differ with different people in different ages and differ-
ent climes. The unity of Indian culture has been based
on a real universality. Differences and divergences have
never been alien to it. On the contrary, it has dominated
and unified all manifestations of outward difference.

Unity and universality must belong to any culture
that is true and vital* In a sense, unity and universality
must belong to culture as such, Culture is a concept which
cannot be simply or unitarily defined. There is no single
character or mark which can be regarded as the essence
or differential of culture. It is always a complex of many
strands of varying importance and vitality. If we attempt
to differentiate between culture and civilisation, we might
say that civilisation is the organisation of life which makes